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* Good Morning, Chairman Zaffirini and members of the
committee. | am James D. Spaniolo, President of The University
of Texas at Arlington.

» Thank you for the opportunity to discuss HB 51, historic
legislation that sets Texas on a path to foster the emergence of
more nationally recognized research universities over the next
decade.

e It's important to maintain the momentum and positive energy
created in the last session by the passage of HB 51 and the
voter-approved Proposition 4 that established the National
Research University Fund. That was landmark legislation for
Texas and our universities, and we’re grateful for your wisdom

and leadership, which is changing the landscape of Texas.
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* As the next session approaches, let me reiterate my strong
support for HB 51. The legislature committed to it two years ago,
the voters of our state passed it overwhelmingly, and UT
Arlington and our six fellow emerging research universities have
been working energetically to respond to the opportunities it has
made possible.

o While no legislation is perfect in everyone’s eyes, HB 51
represents an enormous step forward for Texas and
propels each of the seven emerging research universities
into a new trajectory.

o We all know that achieving so-called “Tier One” will not
happen overnight and is necessarily a long-term
undertaking. Just as it is essential that the emerging
research universities stay the course over the next decade
or more in pursuit of becoming a major research university,
it is equally important for the legislature to reaffirm its
commitment and continue to champion this high priority for

Texas.
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o Inatime of stringent budget constraints for all of us, | hope

we will all commit ourselves to staying the course.

e Let me tell you the significant progress UT Arlington has made
since the passage of HB 51.

o We are one of the fastest-growing universities in Texas,
and our enrollment has reached an all-time high for three
consecutive semesters. We expect our enrollment to
exceed 30,000 students for the first time when classes
begin next week.

= We're not just enrolling rhore students, but better
students, too. The preliminary SAT average for
entering freshmen in fall 2009 was 1071 compared to
1065 for the same group last fall. About 25 percent of
freshmen graduated in the Top 10 percent of their
high school class — and more than 60 percent were
in the top quarter. UT Arlington is extending more
large scholarships to top academic achievers than

ever before.
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o Our annual research expenditures are also rising rapidly.
UT Arlington’s restricted research expenditures for the
2008-09 fiscal year were about $37 million—a record for
our university.

o UT Arlington has awarded 130 doctoral degrees, on
average, for the last three years. Recruiting top-flight
faculty and their research teams is a critical part of
increasing Ph.D. production. UT Arlington had 639 tenured
or tenure-track faculty in fall 2009. We plan to have 900 by

the year 2020.

» This is just the tip of the iceberg of what’s possible for UT
Arlington. As we continue to work to meet the needs of our
state, we are extremely grateful for the opportunities provided by

HB 51 and the legislative leadership that made this all possible.
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» Let me also encourage the continuation of TRIP funding for 2011
and beyond. This has made such a difference for the emerging
research universities. | understand that there are major budget
challenges in the new session, but the impact of TRIP funding for
research and higher education in Texas cannot be overstated.

o New innovation and technology—as well as the creation of
new high-tech industries (and the highly trained workers to
go with them)—will be catalysts for our state. Our great
universities will be the leaders in fueling this progress for
Texas. And TRIP funding will exponentially help propel us

down this road.

| appreciate the chance to talk with you today, and | am happy to

answer any questions you may have.



